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The Challenge of  Being an Academic in Indonesia (1)

• Academic culture in Indonesian universities 

are still weak. 

- The Tridharma of  Higher Education. 

• Focused more towards teaching activity

- burdened with teaching assignments. 

- burden to carry out social tasks.

• The "academic culture" based on the three 

core activities of  "Reading-Writing-

Discussion" has not been fully materialized. 

- write articles in the mass media. 

- Involved in modest research projects.



• The bureaucratization of  research 

activity.

- Finger print rules and piles 

of  activities related to 

administrative obligations.

• Reading, writing, and discussion 

activities is also rare.

• No sabbatical leave. 

• Time-consuming mentoring 

activity.

The Challenge of  Being an Academic in Indonesia (2)



But, there is but….

• Why are there still a number of  

Indonesian academics who have 

outstanding academic careers?

• Why are there some Indonesian 

academics who still manage to 

publish a lot of  writings and 

articles in international 

journals?



Why Publish?

• Career, especially academics --> proxy for

academic acomplishment

• Scholarly status; increase our impact; get 

feedback from others’ scholars

• To communicate ideas and push forward 

boundaries of  knowledge 



What to Publish? (1)

• Choosing a topic 

(1) must present new knowledge; Not repeating 
old argument; already well known 
etsablished in the literature 

(2) Must have a clear central argument or 
contribution  unlike thesis; it must have 
punchy, neat, and intriguing.

(3) Must “speak” to a broader literature; situate 
your finding in the wider literature.



What to Publish? (2)

• Co-author or single author?

• How does it relate to your thesis?

(1) a chapter

(2) an overview piece

(3) a side project





Where to Publish?

• Journal status

• Specialist or general?

• Aim and scope  single 

country or cross-national 

studies?

• Disciplinary or area studies?

• Know your audience



How to Publish? (1)

• The blind review process

• Review outcomes 

(1) Reject

(2) Revise and resubmit (minor 
or major?)  

(3) Accept without revisions

• Responding to the review

• Final Editing and Production

Be patient!



How To Publish? (2)

• Read before you read

• Know your targeted journals

(1) Ideological orientation 

(leftish? Journal of  

Contemporary Asia)

(2) Statistically minded or 

ethnografic?

• Think about your readership

• Think about your reviewers

• Locate yourself  in the 

literature

• Use the standard structure: 

abstract, introduction, topic 

review, argument and 

conclusion

• English language 

expression  social sciences



How To Publish? (3) Abstract is the Key

• Five sentences, punchy, neat summary

• Setting the background; 

• Offering new situation  the gap in the existing 
literature

• Summary the argument

• Broader implication

• Methodology



Bulletin of  Indonesian Economic Studies

Jokowi’s First Year: A Weak President Caught 

Between Reform and Oligarchic Politics                       

By Burhanuddin Muhtadi

When President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) took office in October 2014, he 
promised to usher in a new style of  politics, generating optimism 
among many Indonesians that his government would enthusiastically 
promote reform. Yet Jokowi has since placed greater value on 
realpolitik than on reform, as evidenced by his choice of cabinet 
members, his response to the controversy surrounding senior police 
officer Budi Gunawan, and his handling of  attempts by the police and 
others to weaken Indonesia’s respected Corruption Eradication 
Commission (KPK). This article shows that Jokowi failed to deliver on 
his promises of  reform largely owing to a combination of  personal 
and external factors. He failed to show leadership on anti-corruption 
and human-rights issues, for example—in part because he prefers 
economic development over democratic reform, but also because he is 
not immune to the oligarchic politics that dominate Indonesia’s 
political life and promote the interests of  Indonesia’s elite. 



Asian Studies Review

Explainingthe 2016 Islamist Mobilisation in Indonesia: Religious 

Intolerance, Militant Groups and the Politics of Accommodation
By Marcus Mietzner and Burhanuddin Muhtadi

There has been an intense scholarly debate about what caused the

unprecedented Islamist mass demonstrations in Indonesia in late 2016. Some 

scholars have argued that increasing intolerance and conservatism among the 

Muslim population are responsible, while others have disputed such notions, 

claiming that there is no evidence of  widespread support for an Islamist 

agenda among the protesters. In this article, we analye a unique set of  polling 

data to show that a) Islamic conservatism in Indonesia has been declining 

rather than increasing, but that b) around a quarter of  Indonesian Muslims 

do support an Islamist socio-political agenda. Importantly, we demonstrate 

that this core constituency of  conservative Muslims has grown more 

educated, more affluent and better connected in the last decade or so, 

increasing its organisational capacity. We argue that this capacity was 

mobilised at a time when conservative Muslims felt excluded from the 

current polity, following the end of  a decade of accommodation. 



Bijdragen: Entrepreneurs of  Grievance: 

Drivers and Effects of  Indonesia’s Islamist Mobilization
By Marcus Mietzner, Burhanuddin Muhtadi, and Rizka Halida

There has been much scholarly debate on the causes and effects of  Islamist 

mobilizations. As some authors involved in this debate have identified rising 

Islamist attitudes among Muslims as a main cause of  Islamist mobilizations, 

our study advances detailed research of  opinion survey data as the best 

methodology to verify or falsify this assertion. Discussing the case of  

Indonesia, we use original survey data sets to show that prior to the 2016 

Islamist mobilization there, Islamist attitudes were in fact moderating. This 

means that hardening Islamist views in the Muslim population could not have 

caused the mobilization. Importantly, however, we can demonstrate that 

Islamist political attitudes increased after the mobilization, and they did so 

consistently around those themes propagated by its organizers. This supports 

theories of  religio-political entrepreneurs being the main drivers of  Islamist 

mobilizations. Grievances and religious beliefs, on the other hand, are 

necessary yet insufficient conditions for such actions.











Develop Your Networking

• The strengthening of  academic networks, 
but its orientation is institutional based. 

-student/faculty staff  exchange

-visiting professors

-double degree programs

• The strengthening of  researcher-based 
academic networks. 

-joint research

-sabbatical leave 

• This needs institutional support from 
universities or the government.

-providing grants

-benefits 

• Involved in scientific or professional 
associations whether domestically or 
internationally.



Finding an Academic Mentor 

• Pick a distinct individual as a role 

model in pursuing a career.

• Build a long term relationship with 

our thesis or dissertation 

supervisor. 

-joint research 

-co-authorship



Developing Epistemic Communities

• Create epistemic communities that 

are developing the scientific culture 

as well as an arena for the 

exchange of  ideas between peer 

research communities.

-LP3ES or the Ulumul Quran.

• This will give birth to a research 

ecosystem.



Institutional Leniency and 

Research De-Bureaucratization

• Do not overburden lecturers with 

administrative and teaching 

obligations.

• Some institutional leniency are 

needed.

-sabbatical leave

• If  necessary, relieve lecturers who 

have research and publication 

skills from regular teaching 

assignments. 


